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PATIENTS AND METHODS
We studied six patients, four male and two female, aged Bone width (% total width) BMD measurements (mean ± SEM)ofthe various segments ofthe tibia and femur at the time of maximum distraction.
There is relative osteopenia in the distal segment and greater osteopenia of the cortex on the same side as the body ofthe fixator(* p < 0.05; t = p < 0.001). Fig. 6 ). An extreme example is shown in Figure 7 .
Distal loss of bone in the femur was also seen but was less than that in the tibia. BMD fell to 48.2 ± 3.3% of the control value ; this was significantly less than that at the distal site in the tibia (p < 0.05). Again, there was more bone loss in the cortical region on the same side as the fixator (p < 0.001 ; see Fig. 6 ). 
Consolidation. After a delay of one to two weeks after

